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mistaken; for he maintained that many of them were ignorant of things belonging immediately to their own profession; ' for instance, many cannot tell how far a musket will carry a bullet;' in proof of which, I suppose, he mentioned some particular person, for Lord Hailcs, from whom I solicited what he could recollect of that day, writes to me as follows:—
' As to Dr. Johnson's observation about the ignorance of officers, in the length that a musket will carry, my brother, Colonel Dal-rymple, was present, and lie thought that the doctor was either mistaken, by putting the question wrong, or that he had conversed on the subject with some person out of service.
' Was it upon that occasion that he expressed no curiosity to see the room at Dumfermline, where Charles I. was born? "I know that he was born, (said he;) no matter where."—Did he envy us the birth-place of the king ?'
Near the end of his Journey, Dr. Johnson has given liberal praise to Mr. Braidwood's academy for the deaf and dumb1. When he visited it, a circumstance occurred which was truly characterist-ical of our great Lexicographer. ' Pray, (said he,) can they pronounce any long words?' Mr. Braid-wood informed him they could. Upon which Dr. Johnson wrote one of his sesquipedalia vcrba*, which was pronounced by the scholars, and he was satisfied. My readers may perhaps wish to know what the word was; but I cannot gratify their curiosity. Mr. Braidwood told me, it remained long in his school, but had been lost before I made my inquiry3.
tion might make them liable.' Johnson's Works, vi. in. See ante, iii. 301.
1 ' One of the young ladies had her slate before her, on which I wrote a question consisting of three figures to be multiplied by two figures. She looked upon it, and quivering her fingers in a manner which I thought very pretty, but of which I knew not whether it was art or play, multiplied the sum regularly in two lines, observing the decimal place; but did not add the two lines together, probably disdaining so easy an operation.1 Johnson's Works, ix. 161.
3 ' Words gigantic.'    FRANCIS.    Horace, Ars Poet, 1. 97.
3 One of the best criticks of our age ' does not wish to prevent the admirers of the incorrect and nerveless style which generally prevailed
»                      Dr. Johnsonleries and insults to which their educa-
